
 
Recitation A 
 

A Journey of a Thousand Miles Begins with One Step 
 

Mahatma Gandhi, the iconic leader of the Indian independence 
movement, is a powerful example of how great journeys begin with 
small steps. Gandhi faced the daunting task of liberating a nation 
from colonial rule. His approach was unconventional; he chose 
nonviolent civil disobedience as the means to achieve freedom. His 
journey began with a simple act of defiance when he protested 
against the unjust treatment of Indian laborers in South Africa. 

One of Gandhi’s most famous actions was the 240-mile Dandi 
March. This march began at his ashram at Sabarmati with a single 
step toward the coastal village of Dandi, symbolizing resistance to 
British salt laws. It helped prove that a journey of a thousand miles 
can begin with a small step. 

Gandhi’s first step ignited a wildfire of change. He continued 
taking small but significant actions, leading marches, fasting, and 
mobilizing millions of Indians. Eventually, India gained 
independence in 1947. Gandhi’s legacy as a leader who started with 
a single step continues to inspire movements worldwide. 

This teaches us a valuable lesson: “A journey of a thousand 
miles begins with one step.” Every great achievement starts small. 
Even the longest journey begins with a single simple action. 

Imagine you want to climb a tall mountain. At first, it seems 
impossible. The peak is far away, and the path is unclear. But if 
you take one step, you are already closer than before. Each small 
step brings you nearer to your goal. 

Taking the first step can be scary. We may worry about failing 
or making mistakes. But mistakes are not the end; they are lessons 
that help us grow stronger and smarter. Whatever your dream is, 
believe in yourself, and take that first step. It’s not just about 
success; it’s also about discovering new things and enjoying the 
journey. 
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